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Conference Overview
The conference is aimed to meet the needs of Nursing 
Professional Development Practitioners, or any nurse or allied 
health educator. This year, the focus of our day will surround 
creative teaching strategies to develop new continuing 
education programs. Michele Deck, MEd, RN-BC, co-founder and 
CEO of G.A.M.E.S., specializing in teaching adult learners, will 
present two sessions to our Pathways audience. 

The first, Creative Teaching Strategies, will help you find new 
and creative ways to teach your learners. The session, with 
new hands on strategies for difficult concepts, will ensure 
that everyone “gets it”! You’ll learn about Flow Theory and its 
relationship to teaching, and explore ideas to integrate simple 
technology into how you teach. You will be an active participant 
throughout this interactive session. 

The second session, Inject New Life into Teaching, will provide 
you with new and creative ideas to breathe life into some tired 
programs, and keep your class participant attentive, even those 
long classes. 

Learning Outcomes:
• NPD Practitioners will commit to implement one new way to 

teach their learners. 
• NPD Practitioners will use at least one idea to help rejuvenate 

their teaching sessions.

Call for Poster Abstracts
The CVANPD Planning Committee welcomes abstracts from 
professional development educators on new, innovative and 
practical approaches that can be used in a variety of nursing 
professional development settings. Topics include: Onboarding/
Orientation, Competency Management, Education, Role 
Development, Collaborative Partnerships, and Research/EBP/QI. 

The poster presentation application is included in this brochure 
and must be received by March 30, 2018. Any questions, please 
contact mary.k.alexander@vcuhealth.org.

Continuing Education
Nurses: 5.8 Contact Hours. VCU Health is approved as a 
provider of continuing nursing education by the Virginia Nurses 
Association, an accredited approver by the American Nurses 
Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation.
Disclaimer: To receive CE credit, participants are required to 
attend all sessions of this conference. Partial credit will not be 
provided.

Online Registration and Conference Fee
IMPORTANT: Please use Google Chrome browser to register. 
Register via the following link: https://tinyurl.com/2018Pathways. 
NOTE: You may need to create an account in the VCU Health 
CloudCME. Note: If you do not receive an email confirmation, 
check your “junk” or “clutter” folder to locate it. 

Fees:    
VCU employees / CVANPD members:  $125 
Non-VCU Colleagues /non-CVANPD members:  $140

The fee Includes all sessions, any program materials, CE 
credit, continental breakfast, break refreshments, and lunch. 
NOTE: Minimum and maximum numbers for attendance at this 
conference have been established, and we reserve the right to 
substitute speakers/topics, or cancel if necessary.

Cancellation Policy
Full refund minus $15 processing fee given for WRITTEN 
CANCELLATIONS postmarked by April 6, 2018. No refunds 
will be given for cancellations postmarked after this date. Due 
to the popularity of in this conference, we urge you to register 
early. Registration will be accepted on a first come, first served 
basis.

Accommodations
To arrive rested for this conference, consider staying overnight 
at the Westin Hotel. Attendees at this conference will have the 
opportunity to receive the reduced rate of $169 per night. Please 
call the hotel’s central reservation line at 800.937.8461 by  
March 30, 2018. Reference the “Pathways to Knowledge” 
conference when speaking with the reservations department.

Parking at the Conference
You can park at the Westin Hotel’s parking lot free of charge. 

Americans with Disabilities Act
VCU Health System is an equal opportunity/affirmative action 
institution and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, national 
origin, disability, genetic information, military status, or any 
other characteristic protected by applicable federal or state 
law. If special accommodation is needed, please contact us 
at 804.828.0418. Every attempt will be made to facilitate your 
participation in this conference.

Welcome to Pathways to Knowledge
Nurse Educator Conference

https://tinyurl.com/2018Pathways


AGENDA

8 – 8:15 a.m. Welcome

8:15 – 9:45 a.m. Creative Teaching Strategies 1 
Michele Deck, MEd, BSN, RN-BC

9:45 – 10:15 a.m. Break and Posters and Vendors

10:15 – 11:30 a.m. Creative Teaching Strategies 2 
Michele Deck, MEd, BSN, RN-BC

11:30 a.m.– 12:30 pm Poster Presenters Deliver Short Podium Presentations 
Regarding Their Projects

12:30 – 1:30 p.m. Lunch and Posters and Vendors

1:30 – 2:45 p.m. Inject New Life into Teaching 1 
Michele Deck, MEd, BSN, RN-BC

2:45 – 3 p.m. Break & Announce NPD Best Practices Winners

3:15 – 4:15 p.m. Inject New Life into Teaching 2 
Michele Deck, MEd, BSN, RN-BC

4:15 p.m. Closing Remarks and CE Instructions

4 p.m. Close 
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Coordinator, Bon Secours  
St. Francis Medical Center, 
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McGuire VA Medical Center, 
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Hind Jaber Daou, MSN, RN, 
(CCRN), Transfusion Safety Officer, 
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W. Walter Lewanowicz, MN,  
RN-BC, Primary Nurse Planner 
& Nurse Educator, VCU Health, 
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Bev Pack, MSN, RN, CCRN, Clinical 
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HCA Virginia, Parham Doctors’ 
Hospital, Richmond, VA
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Professional Development 
Coordinator, Bon Secours  
St. Mary’s Hospital, Richmond, VA

BECOME A CVANPD MEMBER

You can join CVANPD for the low 
annual fee of $25. CVANPD is an 
affiliate of the Association for 
Nursing Professional Development 
(ANPD), and supports its mission 
of inspiring its members to excel 
by providing educational services, 
networking, advocacy and research 
to support the unique needs of 
nursing professional development. 
Find out more at https://cvanpd.
nursingnetwork.com

OUR SPEAKER
Michele Deck, MEd, BSN, RN, LCCE, FACCE presents nationally and 
internationally on innovative teaching methods in the field of health care 
education and training. She is the recipient of many honors and awards for 
her creativity, innovation, productivity and exemplary leadership qualities. 
Honors include the Association for Nursing Professional Development’s 
(ANPD) prestigious Belinda E. Puetz Award, election to Sigma Theta 
Tau National Nursing Honor Society, Business Woman of the Year by 

the National Business Council. She is co-founder and chief executive officer of G.A.M.E.S., a 
company that specializes in seminars on adult learning and interactive training methods, and 
Tool Thyme for Trainers, a company which supplies innovative and creative presentation tools 
for educators worldwide. She has authored twelve books on creative and involving ways to 
teach adults. She is a past president of Lamaze International and its current Accreditation Chair. 
She served on ANPD’s Education committee and was a member of the editorial board of the 
Journal for Nurses in Professional Development for eight years.

https://cvanpd.nursingnetwork.com
https://cvanpd.nursingnetwork.com


Registration & Fee Payment Options:   
r  VCU Employees/CVANPD Members  $125

r  Non-VCU Colleague/Non-CVANPD Members  $140

                 Total:       _______

Option 1 - Online Registration*  

(a)  Click on: https://tinyurl.com/2018Pathways

(b)  Set-up online User ID and password (non-VCU)

Option 2 - Mail-in Registration and Check Payment

r   Personal Check   

r Employer Check

      Make check payable to:  UHS-PEP

 UHS-PEP
 Box 980048
 Richmond, VA  23298-0048

Option 3 - Call in Credit Card Payment 

UHS-PEP
Telephone: 804.828.5412

*IMPORTANT: When registering online, please use 
Google Chrome. You may need to create an account 
in the VCU Health CloudCME. Note: If you do not 
receive an email confirmation, check your “junk” or 
“clutter” folder to locate it. 

Registration Form
Pathways to Knowledge Nurse Education Conference 

Friday, April 27, 2018
Registration Deadline:  Friday, April 13, 2018

Registrant Name(s)

Name 1 and Credentials

Email Address    Phone Number

Employer (Unit Name for VCU Health Employees)

Name 2 and Credentials

Email Address    Phone Number

Employer (Unit Name for VCU Health Employees)

Name 3 and Credentials

Email Address    Phone Number

Employer (Unit Name for VCU Health Employees)

Name 4 and Credentials

Email Address    Phone Number

Employer (Unit Name for VCU Health Employees)

https://tinyurl.com/2018Pathways


POSTER PRESENTATION APPLICATION
Deadline: Friday, March 30, 2018

(Please print or type all information)

POSTER TITLE: _______________________________________________________________

PRIMARY AUTHOR/PRESENTER: _______________________________________________________________
 First Name                    MI         Last Name        Academic Degree 

     Organization Affiliation: _______________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________

Best Contact Telephone: _______________________________________________________________

Email Address: _______________________________________________________________

NOTE: If your poster abstract is accepted: In addition to standing by your poster, we would like to provide you with 
an additional opportunity to share your work by presenting at the conference podium using an electronic display 
(PowerPoint) of your poster. You will have about 5 minutes to present to all conference participants. Participants can 
then visit you at your poster display to ask clarifying questions or exchange contact information.

**If accepted, please indicate if you would like to have an additional opportunity to present your work at the podium for 
about 5 minutes?    r Yes    r   No

INSTRUCTIONS TO AUTHORS
1. Deadline for receipt of Poster Session Application(s) and Abstract is March 30, 2018

NOTE: WE ARE UNABLE TO ACCEPT LATE SUBMISSIONS.

2. Send the following items:
a. Poster Application Form
b. Poster Abstract
c. Primary Author/Presenter’s CV or Biographical Sketch

3. Poster Session Presenters will be notified via email of the Pathways to Knowledge Committee decision by March 30,
2018. Please email us if you have not heard by April 2.

Education & Professional Development 
1001 E. Marshall Street, Suite 2019 | Box 980073 Richmond, Virginia 23298-0073

804.828.0418 | Fax: 804.282.6479
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GENERAL POSTER ABSTRACT GUIDELINES
The CVANPD Planning Committee welcomes abstracts from professional development educators on new, innovative and 
practical approaches that can be used in a variety of nursing professional development settings. 
• Onboarding/Orientation
• Competency Management
• Education
• Role Development
• Collaborative Partnerships
• Research/EBP/QI

ABSTRACT TITLE
• An abstract must have a short, specific title (containing no abbreviations) that indicates the nature of the presentation.

AUTHOR NAME(S)
• The submitting author is designated as the primary/presenting author. 

ABSTRACT TEXT
• Describe briefly the objectives of the presentation.
• Standard abbreviations may be used without definition. Nonstandard abbreviations (kept to a minimum) must be 

placed in parentheses after the first use of the word or phrase abbreviated.
• Abstracts are limited to 300 words. 

PRESENTATION
• Guidelines for poster presentation will be provided to authors of accepted abstracts in April.

RULES FOR PREPARATION AND SUBMISSION OF ABSTRACTS
• Expenses (e.g., registration fee, airfare, and lodging) associated with the submission and presentation of an abstract 

are the responsibility of the presenter.
• Please note: Submission of an abstract constitutes a commitment by the author(s) to present it, if accepted. 

SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION AND ABSTRACT ELECTRONICALLY TO: 

Walter Lewanowicz, MN, BSc, RN-BC
Primary Nurse Planner - Dept of Education & Professional Development - VCU Health

Email: walter.lewanowicz@vcuhealth.org 
Questions: 804.828.0418
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